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Dear Members and Friends of Fairmount Presbyterian GCC Core Team: 

You may have read or heard last week that four member congregations of Greater Cleveland Congregations 
(GCC), of which Fairmount Presbyterian has been a member since the formation of GCC in 2010, have given 
notice of their intention to withdraw from GCC. 

As members of Fairmount who have been active in the Fairmount Presbyterian Core Team and in GCC 
events, we write to explain to you our interpretation of the events that have led to this outcome.  We are 
persuaded that the Holy Spirit calls us to urge that Fairmount continue to work through GCC to advance the 
prophetic witness of the Gospel throughout the Cleveland area. 

GCC is an ecumenical coalition of faith communities from all over the county, who have come together to 
build power for social justice, in accord with our faith traditions.  Black and white, rich and poor, Christian, 
Jew, and Muslim, we have identified foci on education, jobs, health care, criminal justice reform, food 
accessibility, and gun violence.  You can read much more at the GCC web site, http://
www.greaterclevelandcongregations.org/. 

Late in 2016, GCC learned of already-advanced plans, conceived in very narrow political and business 
circles, to devote more than $140 million (plus financing costs) of public money to finance a renovation to 
Quicken Loans Arena.  In response to our calls for more funding for manifest human needs in the 
neighborhoods of Cleveland and in inner ring suburbs, GCC had faced from many public officials the 
argument that no public money was available for such worthy purposes.  Thus, in an open and consultative 
process that lasted from November 2016 to February 2017, GCC in its Delegate Assemblies (which we 
attended) deliberated whether to publicly call for a Community Benefits Agreement to accompany the public 
financing of the Quicken Loans Arena renovation.  Led by our faith commitments, the members of GCC 
decided to pursue the #NotAllIn Campaign. 

Throughout, GCC communicated to all member congregations, consulted through frequent Delegate 
Assemblies, and conducted its work openly and transparently.  At no point has GCC supported party political 
aims, such as for specific mayoral candidates in Cleveland.  And alliances for specific tasks, such as with 
hospitals for expansion of Medicaid or with partner organizations for collection of petition signatures, do not 
imply GCC support of the other aims of alliance partners. 

Despite the objections by GCC members to approving the Quicken Loans Arena deal without including a 
Community Benefits Agreement, first the County Council, and then the City Council (by emergency 
ordinance) approved the arrangement.  Subsequently, following procedures specified in the Cleveland City 
Charter, GCC members and members of secular partner groups (including the Service Employees 
International Union and the Cuyahoga County Progressive Caucus), gathered more than 20,000 signatures 
(when only 6,000 valid signatures were required) within 27 days of the adoption of the City ordinance, to call 
for a referendum on the November 2017 ballot in the City of Cleveland to repeal the ordinance. 
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The Deputy Clerk of the City Council of Cleveland refused to accept those petitions, and the Mayor of the 
City of Cleveland has sought an opinion from the Ohio Supreme Court as to whether the referendum 
provisions of the City Charter conflict with the U.S. Constitution.  There the matter has rested since late May 
2017. 

Throughout the #NotAllIn Campaign, GCC has always used only its civic rights of petition and speech. 

Exercise of free speech in the interest of prophetic witness always excites opposition.  Some local politicians 
oppose the steps GCC advocates.  Some financial interests oppose those steps.  Surely, reasonable people will 
disagree as to substance and tactics on public issues.  It is this opposition and disagreement that has led to the 
decision of the 4 (of 43) congregations to depart from the work of GCC. 

We mourn the loss of these sisters and brothers in prophetic witness, but we resolutely support the decision by 
GCC, and the process by which GCC made the decision, to launch the #NotAllIn Campaign.  We remain 
convinced that God calls us, and God calls Fairmount, to work through all civic and legal means to support 
the most downtrodden and the most deprived in our community, and we agree that the #NotAllIn Campaign 
advances God’s work in that direction. 

Thank you for taking the time to read this summary.  If you have additional questions, please see, call, or 
email one of us for a more extended discussion.  And please join us in the work of Fairmount through GCC in 
the wider realm of our work, knowing that #NotAllIn is only a tiny part of what God is doing in Cleveland 
through GCC, and of what God wants us all to do. 

Yours in Christ, 

Ken Ledford 
(216) 382-5556 
Kenneth.ledford@case.edu 

Ulrich Hopfer 
(216) 932-2437 
uhopfer@gmail.com 

Roger Williams 
(216) 904-6651 
Rlwballsoc22@gmail.com
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